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SOMERS CSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
11/10/20 MEETING MINUTES 
ZOOM VIDEO-CONFERENCE 

 
Members Present 
Lindsay Portnoy, President 
Heidi Cambareri, Vice President  
Ifay Chang, Trustee  
Joseph Marra, Trustee  
Michael D’Anna, Trustee  
MaryRose Joseph, Trustee  
Chadwick Olsen, Trustee  

Members Absent 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 5:30 pm. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent, Mr. Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business; Matthew Carr, Director of Human Resources and Student Services. 

r 
2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss the Superintendent’s evaluation, 
student matters and the employment history of particular persons. 

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 7-0 TIME 5:30 pm 

 
3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 
 

MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 7-0 TIME 7:02 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business; Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; Claire Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; Stacey Elconin, 
Director of Special Services; Nancy Corrado, District Clerk; members of the staff, media and community.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:06 pm   
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS 

None 
 

6. CENTRAL OFFICE REPORT 
A. Annual Audit Report 

Mr. Jeffrey Shaver of PKF O’Connor Davis reported on the district’s 2019-20 financial audit.  Mr. 
Shaver first thanked Mr. Ken Crowley for his help and cooperation over the years along with the 

This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 emergency.  
Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person attendance will not be 
permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website.   
 



 

2 

SCSD Board of Education Minutes 11/10/20 

business office staff.  Mr. Shaver explained what the auditor’s opinion means and the auditor’s 
responsibilities, reviewed the general fund revenues with a positive variance and expenditures with 
positive budgetary surplus.  There was a total surplus for the year of 4.2 million.  This doubled from 
the last year, and it’s a very healthy number.  Mr. Shaver explained that the pandemic caused the 
savings between March and June.  The only significant amendment was a 3.2 million transfer to 
capital fund to fund items in the safety and security project.  Mr. Shaver discussed fund balance use 
and the school lunch fund.  Discussion took place. 
 

B. Energy Performance Contract 
Chris Platania introduced Aldo Mazzaferro of the ECG Group.  Mr. Mazzaferro explained what an 
energy performance contract is and how it affects schools with a zero tax payer impact.  The RFP 
kick off meeting was held last week.  Mr. Mazzaferro discussed the preliminary energy assessment 
and next steps.  Discussion took place. 
 

7. BOARD ACTION: 
A. Personnel 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Personnel Agenda. 
 

MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Heidi Cambareri VOTE 7-0 
 

B. Business 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Business Agenda. 
 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 7-0 

Ken Crowley discussed the agenda items. 
 
 

C. Stipulation of Settlement 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Superintendent of Schools is hereby authorized and empowered to execute the 
Stipulation of Settlement signed on 10/20/20 by the parents of student #*875, and the Superintendent is further 
authorized to take all action necessary to effectuate the terms of this Agreement. 
 
MOVED Chadwick Olsen SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 7-0 

 
8. BOARD DISCUSSION 

A. Audit Committee Meeting Report 
Trustee Michael D’Anna reported on the recent Audit Committee meetings that took place on 10/8 and 10/22 
with the auditors.  Mr. D’Anna reported nothing out of the ordinary came up.  The last internal audit focused on 
payroll.  Next audit will focus on the capital account.  Trustee Joseph Marra mentioned that both the external 
and internal auditors plus the claims auditor were all very complimentary of Mr. Ken Crowley and his staff.  
Everyone can safely say we’re a financially safe district. 
 

B. SEEAT Update 
Vice President Heidi Cambareri reported having attended the 10/28/20 SEEAT meeting and the great work 
going on.  Dr. Corliss Brown was in attendance, discussed integrating systems, looking at diversities, and 
unconscious bias activities.  One area the group is working on is reviewing curriculum, the goal is to 
review/update one subject area per building and making adjustments.  Group is also looking at disciplinary 
biases, and the code of conduct.  Building based committees are being formed.  Code of Conduct changes will 
be brought to the Board when ready.   
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9. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL 

Jill Schantz addressed concerns on the high school grading system per the recent memo from the principal.   
Dr. Blanch encouraged anyone that has an issue with this to please go and speak to the building administrator.  This 
was a collective decision with building teachers and administrators.   
Dr. Portnoy stated the Board is not always apprised of everything going on because that is not the Board’s role.   
Thomasine Mastrantoni asked what impetus was for the change in the screening tool to ParentSquare. 
Dr. Blanch explained the initial solution was homegrown and labor intensive.  The new tool will reduce labor, is 
easier to use and to access data. Information to the health office is faster.     
 

10. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS 
Trustee Ifay Chang followed up to Jill Schantz’s comment, and feels we need to provide students motivation to 
learn and we shouldn’t let it go by.  Dr. Blanch asked that the assumption not be made that this is not taking place.  
Trustee MaryRose Joseph commented having multiple perspectives and hearing what others are thinking is always 
good, appreciative of community members coming up and giving constructive criticism.  Trustee Michael D’Anna 
brought up the transition from Ken Crowley to Chris Platania, happy to have Chris onboard.  Vice President Heidi 
Cambareri felt reassured to hear the audit report, knowing things have come out as well as they have given the 
difficult year.  Also expressed hope that as the year goes on, students will do better and trusts that our high school 
staff is giving students incentive to keep going.  Trustee Chadwick Olsen echoed thoughts of appreciation of 
hearing from community members whatever it is, whether it’s something they’re unhappy with or to give positive 
feedback.  Mr. Olsen also gave kudos to parents, maintenance staff, teachers and kids for following the rules, so 
there’s  no spread between buildings.  Mr. Olsen gave a huge thank you to all the many veterans in our town for 
what they have given for the freedoms we have.  President Lindsay Portnoy asked Dr. Blanch if he could share 
some numbers on eLearning.  Dr. Portnoy shared that her own children, one in SIS and one in SMS, are thriving in 
this experience, and successful connecting with their teachers.  Dr. Portnoy also believes criticism helps, and 
feedback is important.   

 
11. SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS 

Dr. Blanch reminded all that the Wednesday before Thanksgiving is an eLearning day for everyone.  Dr. Blanch 
also mentioned when the Board has the chance to have a retreat, some of our equity work will be looked at.  Dr. 
Blanch gave an update on the evolution of the pandemic and the state’s identification of micro clusters as red, 
yellow and orange zones.  If the district were to reach one of these clusters, we would be told what things we can 
and cannot do.  The district so far has been fortunate in that we have not had any spread, have not had any internal 
transfers.  Dr. Blanch thanked our veterans especially for everything we have in our country.   
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
RESOLVED, that this special Meeting of the Board of Education be adjourned.   

 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Michael D’Anna VOTE 7-0 TIME 9:31 pm 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 
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